WILLIAM JOSEFPH BODKIN.

One of the well-remembered citizens of Moorhead, Clay county, is
the late William Joseph Bodkin, who died on May 1, 1916, a former sheriff
of the county, an honored veteran of the Civil War, and known for years
throughout the county as an extensive farmer and dealer in real estate.

William Joseph Bodkin was born in New Yeork City on September 27,
1845, and was educated in the schools of that city, where he continued
to reside for somc years. In 1870 he came West, being engaged in the gov-
ernment service as an internal revenue officer, and located at Breckenridge,
coming in the following year to Clay county, where he bought land. He
enlisted for service in the Union army during the Civil War, held the rank
of sergeant in Company F, One Hundred and Fourth Regiment, Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, and saw much active service. He was wounded in the
neck during the course of one engagement at Chickamauga and was with
Sherman on the march to the sea, being mustered out at the end of the war.
For years Mr. Bodkin was an active member of the Grand Army of the
Republic, being warmly interested in the affairs of that patriotic organiza-
tion.

Mr. Bodkin was for years an active participant in the public and political
affairs of Clay county and served as sheriff of the county for twelve years,
serving with fidelity in that important office. He was extensively engaged
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in farming and real estate, being one of the best-known agriculturists for
miles around, owning a full section of land in Kragness township, Clay county,
and property at Moorhead. For many years he was engaged as a contractor
in the bridge-building line, and carried out many important contracts in
that line, meeting with considcrable success. He died on M ay 1, 1916, hav-
ing reached the age of seventy one years, and his passing was the occasion
for general mourning, it being recognized throughout the community that
a distinct loss had been sustained in his death, he having well done his part
during his many years of intimate association with the affairs of Clay county.

William J. Bodkin was united in marriage to Tnger Gorder, born on
August 10, 1854, in Christiania, Norway, and at the age of ten years came
to America with her father, who died many years later in Fergus Falls,
Minnesota, the mother having died in her native country. Mrs. Bodkin had
one sister, Mrs. Fred Ambs, of Moorhead. To Mr. and Mrs. Bodkin the
following children were born: Mrs. Ada Tobey, of Pittsburgh; Mrs. Delia
Morris, widow of Fdwin L. Morris: and William J., Jr., Henry Lincoln,
George and Henry, all deceased. :

Mrs. Delia (Bodkin) Morris, widow of Edwin Lee Morris, is now
residing with her mother at Moorhead. Edwin L. Morris was a native of
New York state, born there on October 2, 1865, a son of John Blodgett and
Laura (T.ee) Morris, both also natives of the Empire state. Mr. Morris
had been for some years in charge of the Indian schools in the state of
Washington. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Morris occurred on February
20, 1900. Mr. Morris died at Fargo on February 10, 1915. He had many
interests of a commercial character and was a man of sound business princi-
ples.




